
HIST 473-D1 Fall Semester 2016

Course description 
 
This course is “an introductory survey of geography, history, and 
present-day problems of Africa.” Africa is a massive and diverse 
continent, so we will focus on important themes as well as 
exemplary events and persons. Course content will closely 
examine networks of trade and culture within and beyond Africa 
and the emergence of centralized African states during the pre-
colonial era; the effects and legacies of the Atlantic slave trade 
and the colonial encounter on Africa’s ecology, demography, 
culture, and politics; the development of political and labor 
movements during the colonial era; and the emergence of 
independent African states.#
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Contact 
information 

Gilchrist Complex 333 
Phone: 252.335.3201 
Text/mobile: 252.548.6541 
E-mail: cvreed@ecsu.edu 
Twitter: @reedhistoryecsu 
Skype: chas.reed !
Office hours 

M 12:00-5:00 
T 12:30-2:00 
R 9:00-11:00, 12:30-2:00 

Required texts 

Erik T. Gilbert and Jonathan 
Reynolds, Africa in World 
History, 3rd ed. (Pearson, 
2011). ISBN 978-0205053995. 

Chinua Achebe, No Longer at 
Ease, 3rd ed. (Anchor, 1994). 
ISBN 9780385474559. 

Trevor Getz and Liz Clarke, 
Abina and the Important Men 
(Oxford, 2015). ISBN 
978-0190238742. 

!
!

AFRICA  
PAST & PRESENT 

Charles V. Reed, Ph.D.

mailto:cvreed@ecsu.edu
mailto:cvreed@ecsu.edu


HIST 473-D1 Fall Semester 2016

Course requirements 

!
Discussion Board (DB) Participation 

History is a contact sport. Most weeks, you will participate in 
an discussion based on a prompt provided by the instructor. A 
scoring rubric will be provided. You will be expected to provide 
informed analysis of the readings and engaged and content-driven 
responses to your classmates. #

Film Analysis/Historiography Paper 

You will write a 4-6-page analysis of (at least) one episode of Basil 
Davidson’s Africa: A Voyage of Discovery in relation to the current 
historiography (2-3 journal articles or books). A scoring rubric will 
be provided.#

Contemporary-Issue-in-Historical Context 
Project 

You will develop a 6-8 page paper, a media-rich website (including 
at least 1500 words of text), or a 4-minute documentary that 
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Student Learning 
Outcomes 

• Students will be able to 
analyze a variety of primary 
and secondary resources in 
order to draw conclusions 
about historical and 
contemporary Africa. 

• Students will be able to 
analyze and provide in-depth 
identification of motives, 
reasons and/or causes and 
effects of specific historical 
occurrences, including state 
formation, trade, slavery, 
colonialism, and nationalism. 

• Students will be able to 
critically assess issues, 
events, ideas and theories of 
various periods of African 
history, while showing an 
ability to engage in differing 
interpretations regarding 
those issues, events, ideas 
and theories. 

Assignment Value Due date

Weekly Discussion Board 
(DB) Participation 

50 points x 
11 weeks = 
550 points

Multiple

• Initial Posts (25 points)

• Responses to 
Classmates

(25 points)

Film Analysis/
Historiography Paper 

200 points 3 October

Contemporary-Issue-in-
Historical Context Project

250 points

• Proposal (50 points) 19 September

• Annotated Bibliography (50 points) 31 October

• Final Paper / 
Documentary / Website

(150 points) 28 November
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relates a historical issue of contemporary Africa to its historical origins. 
A scoring rubric will be provided. Two milestone assignments, a 
proposal and an annotated bibliography, will be submitted as part of 
this project.#
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Expectations 

• Read the syllabus, and 
know what is expected of 
you. This is a upper-
division course, and you 
are an adult. You are 
expected to complete the 
readings and assignments 
as described in the 
syllabus. 

• If you experience problems 
or are confused, please 
reach out to the instructor 
as soon as possible. I am 
here to help. 

• Citations are required in all 
assignments. In your DB 
posts, because we are 
using course materials, a 
parenthetical citation 
(Reed, 87) will suffice. For 
written assignments, 
Chicago Manual/Turabian-
style footnotes and 
bibliographic citations are 
required. 

!
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Week of Topic Assignment Readings / Media

T 16 August Beginnings DB (Discussion Board) 1 • Africa in World 
History, chs. 1-4 
(read for themes) 

• Reed adapted from 
Larson, “Myths about 
Africa, Africans, and 
African History” 

• Africa, episode 1 

M 22 August West African Empires 
and Islam 
 
Africa and the Early 
Christian World

DB 2 • Africa in World 
History, chs. 5-7 
(read for themes) 

• David Robinson, 
“General Themes” 
from Muslim 
Societies in African 
History” 

• Ibn Battuta in Black 
Africa (excerpts) 

• Africa, episode 2

M 29 August Great Zimbabwe, the 
Swahili Coast, and the 
Indian Ocean World

DB 3 • Africa in World 
History, ch. 8 

• Tuan Ch’eng-Shih, 
“China’s Discovery of 
Africa” 

• Ibn Battuta in Black 
Africa (excerpts) 

• Africa, episode 3

M 5 September Africa Encounters 
Europe 
 
Ottoman Africa

DB 4 • Africa in World 
History, chs. 10-12 
(read for themes) 

• Africa’s Discovery of 
Europe (excerpts) 

• John Thorton, 
Kongolese Saint 
Anthony (excerpts) 

• Africa, episode 4

Week of
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M 12 September The Black Atlantic DB 5 • Africa in World 
History, ch. 9 

• An Interesting 
Narrative of theLife 
of Olaudah Equine 

• Law, “Yoruba 
Liberated Slaves 
Who Returned to 
West Africa” OR 
Matory, "The English 
Professors of Brazil: 
On the Diasporic 
Roots of the Yoruba 
Nation" 

• Ina Fandrich, 
"Yorùbá Influences 
on Haitian Vodou 
and New Orleans 
Voodoo"  

• Africa, episode 5

M 19 September Shaka, Moshoeshoe, 
and Boers: State-
Building in Southern 
Africa

Proposal • Africa in World 
History, ch. 13 

• Reed, Royal Tourists, 
(parts of) ch. 2 

• Carolyn Hamilton, 
from Terrific Majesty 

• Henry Francis Quinn, 
“Shaka” 

• Piet Retief, “We Are 
Now Quitting” 

• Africa, episode 6

M 26 September Jihad in West Africa DB 6 • David Robinson, 
from Muslim 
Societies in African 
History 

• One Woman’s Jihad 
(excerpts) 

• Abina (start reading!)

M 3 October Abolition, Legitimate 
Trade, and the 
Missionary Encounter

Film Analysis/
Historiography Paper = 
Midterm Examination

• Abina (all) 
• Africa in World 

History, ch. 8 (review) 

Topic Assignment Readings / MediaWeek of
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M 10 October The Scramble for Africa DB 7 • Africa in World 
History, ch. 14 

• White King, Red 
Rubber, Black Death 
(documentary) 

• Adam Hoschild, from 
King Leopold’s Ghost

M 17 October Signares, (Muslim) 
Brothers, and Citizens in 
French West Africa

• George Brooks, “The 
Signares: 
Entrepreneurial 
African Women” 

• Alice Conklin, from A 
Mission to Civilize

M 24 October The Politics of 
Respectability in the 
British Cape Colony

DB 8 • Reed, Royal Tourists, 
(parts of) ch. 5 or 
“Re-Reading the 
British 
Constitution” (draft 
ch.) 

• Ross, from Status and 
Respectability in the 
Cape Colony

M 31 October Colonial Rule and 
Rebellion, I: to the Great 
War

Annotated Bibliography • Africa in World 
History, ch. 16 

• Benjamin N. 
Lawrance, from 
Intermediaries, 
Interpreters, and 
Clerks 

• Judith van Allen, 
“Sitting on a Man”

M 7 November Colonial Rule and 
Rebellion, II: Pan-
Africanism, 
Appeasement, and the 
Second World War

DB 9 • Readings on Pan-
Africanism, 
Abyssinia, and the 
Second World War 
TBA

Topic Assignment Readings / MediaWeek of

�6



HIST 473-D1 Fall Semester 2016

Late Policy 

Assignments should be submitted in a timely manner. The instructor reserves the right to penalize any 
assignments submitted late one-half letter grade (5%) per school day.#

University-Sanctioned Events 

Students participating in university-sanctioned events, including athletics, must make arrangements 
with the instructor for missed classes and assignments in advance of the absence or absences. 

E-mail and Blackboard 

M 14 November Nationalism and 
Independence

DB 10 • Africa in World 
History, ch. 18 

• No Longer at Ease, 
TBA 

• Patrice Lumumba, 
“Tears, Fire,and 
Blood” 

• Lumumba (film) 
• Kwame Nkrumah, 

“Negro History: 
European 
Government in 
Africa”

M 21 November The Post-Colonial 
Condition !
Apartheid and Neo-
Colonialism

DB 11 • No Longer at Ease, 
TBA 

• Africa in World 
History, ch. 19 

• Nelson Mandela, 
from No Easy Walk to 
Freedom 

• Steve Biko, “Black 
Consciousness and 
the Quest  for True 
Humanity” 

• Franz Fanon, “The 
Evils of Colonialism”

M 28 November Final Reflections Contemporary-Issue-in-
Historical Context Project 
= Final Examination

• Africa in World 
History, ch. 17

Topic Assignment Readings / MediaWeek of
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You are expected to check to ECSU email account and Blackboard regularly. Course assignments will be 
submitted electronically on Blackboard (paper or emailed copies will not be accepted). If you are unable 
to access Blackboard or your email account, seek the assistance of your instructor 
immediately.#

Retain electronic and hard copies of all work until the instructor has posted your final grade and you have 
reviewed it.  Save them to a USB drive or external hard drive, attach them to an e-mail message to 
yourself, or use the services of an online cloud provider such as Dropbox or iCloud.#

Incomplete Grade Policy 

A course grade of Incomplete (I) will be given only if there is a compelling and documented reason (family 
tragedy, serious illness). It also requires that a student has successfully completed 75% of the coursework. 
A grade of Incomplete (I) is offered at the instructor’s discretion#

Academic Dishonesty 

As members of the academic community, students are expected to recognize and uphold standards of 
intellectual and academic integrity.  The examples and definitions given below are intended to clarify the 
standards by which academic honesty and academically honorable conduct are to be judged.  The 
following list is merely illustrative and is not intended to be exhaustive. #

• PLAGIARISM.  Plagiarism is presenting another person’s work as one’s own.  It includes paraphrasing 
or summarizing the works of another person without acknowledgement, including submitting another 
student’s work as one’s own. #

• CHEATING. This involves giving or receiving unauthorized assistance before, during or after an 
examination. #

• UNAUTHORIZED COLLABORATION.  Submission for academic credit for a work, product or a 
part thereof, represented as being one’s own effort that has been developed in substantial collaboration 
with or without assistance from another person or source is a violation. #

• FALSIFICATION.  It is a violation to misrepresent material or fabricate information in an academic 
exercise or assignment. #

• MULTIPLE SUBMISSIONS.  It is a violation of academic honesty to submit substantial portions of 
the same work for credit more than once without the explicit consent of the instructor(s) to whom the 
material is submitted for additional credit.  In cases where there is a natural development of research or 
knowledge in a sequence of courses, use of prior work may be desirable or even required #

PENALTY: For the first offense, the student will receive a “0” on the assignment.  In addition, a letter 
will be written to the student informing them of this, and a copy of the letter will be sent to the student’s 
advisor.  If the student violates the policy a second time, the student will fail the course, and another 
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letter will be written to the student and copied to the student’s advisor and department chair. The student 
may also be referred to Student Affairs.#

Support Services  

The Center for Special Needs Students in the Counseling and Testing Center, Ridley Student Center 121, 
provides an academic support program designed to assist students with visual, physical, hearing, and 
learning disabilities.  The goal is to make the University accessible to all students with disabilities.  #

ECSU is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity 
legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of 
federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities 
enjoyed by all citizens.  The university is required by law to provide “reasonable accommodations” to 
students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility 
primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized 
documentation each semester. For further information, contact the Counseling and Testing Center at 
(252) 335-3273. 
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