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Course description 
A thematic approach to the contributions of 
African religion and politics to the African diaspora 
in the United States and the Caribbean. Analyzes 
the role of religion in resisting oppression and 
racial injustice as well as the role of religion and the 
church. 

Course requirements 

�1

Contact 
information 

Gilchrist Complex 333 
Phone: 252.335.3201 
Text/mobile: 252.548.6541 
E-mail: cvreed@ecsu.edu 
Twitter: @reedhistoryecsu 
Skype: cvreed@ecsu.edu 

Office hours 

TBA 

Required texts 

Margarite Fernandez Olmos, 
Creole Religions of the 
Caribbean (NYU, 2011). ISBN 
9780814762288. 

Jacob Olupona, African 
Religions: A Very Brief 
Introduction (Oxford, 2014). 
ISBN 9780199790586. 

Richard Newman, Freedom’s 
Prophet: Bishop Richard Allen, 
the AME Church, and the Black 
Founding Fathers (NYU, 2009). 
ISBN 9780814758571. 

PRIESTS, PROPHETS, & 
RADICALS IN THE ATLANTIC 

WORLD  
Charles V. Reed, Ph.D.

Assignment Value Due date

Discussion Boards 600 points Weekly

Midterm Examination 200 points October 8

Final Examination 200 points 1 December
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Discussion Boards 

Each week, by Thursday at 11:59 pm ET, you will develop a 
300-500-word discussion post that responds to the prompt 
provided and based on the week’s readings. It must be based 
on an argument/thesis/claim and engage in analysis of 
meaning and significance, not just description. It is 
absolutely essential that you make use of at least two the 
week’s readings and cite your sources using parenthetical 
citations (Newman, 74). You must respond to two 
classmates by Sunday at 11:59 pm ET. Your responses must 
contribute something new to the conversation and reflect 
seriously on both your classmates’ ideas and the course 
content. These will be evaluated using the DB rubric.

Midterm Examination 

During Week 8, you will take a midterm examination based 
on the course materials so far. You should expect 
identifications, short answers, and at least one essay.

Final Examination 

After Thanksgiving, you will take a final examination based 
on the course materials so far. You should expect 
identifications, short answers, and at least one essay.
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Student Learning 
Outcomes 

• Students will reflect on and 
make use of frameworks and 
theories for understanding the 
religious belief and practices. 

• Students will trace and 
examine the cultural flow of 
religious traditions from Africa, 
and elsewhere, to the 
Americas, as well as their 
effects and transformations. 

• Students will identify and 
reflect on multiple religious 
transitions and analyze them 
within the context of the 
Africana diaspora and/or 
African-American experience. 

• Students will reflect on the 
complicated relationship 
between African religious 
practices and those which 
emerged in the New World. 

• Students will evaluate the 
short-term consequences and 
longer-term legacies of 
religious movement and 
change in the African diaspora.
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Module / Starting Date Topic Assignment Readings

1 / August 15 Beginnings DB 1: Introductions & 
Preconceptions

- African Religions, chs. 
1-3

2 / August 21 Frameworks and 
Approaches: Studying 
Religion and Culture in 
the African Diaspora

DB 2: Creolization - Creole Religions, 
Introduction 
- Blackboard 
supplements

3 / August 28 African Contexts DB 3: Religious Roots? - African Religions, chs. 
5-6 
- Blackboard 
supplements

September 4 Labor Day

4 / September 5 Christianity, 
Colonialism, and the 
Kongolese St Anthony

DB 4: The Kongolese St. 
Anthony 

- Robert Thorton, 
Kongolese St. Anthony 
(excerpts) 

- Blackboard 
supplements

5 / September 11 Orisha, Slavery, and 
New World Religions + 
Mami Wata

DB 5: Orisha - Creole Religions, ch. 2 
- Blackboard 

supplements

6 / September 18 Vodun, Vodou, and the 
Haitian Revolution

DB 6: Vodou and 
Revolution

- Creole Religions, ch. 4 
- Blackboard 

supplements

Module / Starting Date
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Expectations 

• Read the syllabus, and know what is expected of you. This is a History course that requires a significant amount of 
reading. You are expected to complete the readings and assignments as described in the syllabus. 

• Seek help if you need it. I am not a mind-reader (mercifully), but I am here to help. Reach out to your instructor as soon 
as you experience any issue, concern, or problem that cannot be resolved by reading the syllabus.  

• Observe the etiquette of the civil classroom, that is, demonstrate respect toward your classmates and instructor. Do not 
ridicule, raise your voice to, or interrupt others. Respect the ideas and opinions of your classmates, even if they are 
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7 / September 25 Voodoo Queens in 
New Orleans, Voodoo 
Priestesses in Harlem

DB 7: Voodoo and 
Gender

- Blackboard 
supplements

8 / October 2 Palo and the Abakuá 
Secret Society

Midterm Examination - Creole Religions, ch. 3 
- Blackboard 

supplements

9 / October 9 Missionaries, 
Evangelism, and (the 
Great) Awakening

DB 8: The Realm of the 
Word

- Freedom’s Prophet, 
chs. 1-5 

- J. D. Y. Peel, Religious 
Encounter and the 
Making of the Yoruba 
(excerpts) 

- Blackboard 
supplements

10 / October 16 Richard Allen, AME, 
and the Black Founding 
Fathers

DB 9: Black Christianity - Freedom’s Prophet, 
chs. 5-10 

- Blackboard 
supplements

October 23-24 Fall Recess 

11 / October 25 The Americans are 
Coming! Garveyism 
and African-American 
Religion in South Africa

DB 10: Garvey, AME, and 
American Saviors 

- Robert Vinson, “Sea 
Kaffirs” 

- James Campbell, 
Songs of Zion 
(excerpts) 

- Blackboard 
supplements

12 / November 6 Rastafarianism DB 11: Rastafarianism - Creole Religions, ch. 6 
- Blackboard 

supplements

13 / November 13 Islam and Black 
Nationalism

DB 12: Islam and Black 
Nationalism

- Blackboard 
supplements

14 / November 20 African Diasporic 
Religions in 2017

DB 13: Reflections - Blackboard 
supplements

November 22-24 Thanksgiving Break

27 November - 1 
December

Final Examination

Topic Assignment ReadingsModule / Starting Date
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Late Policy 

Assignments should be submitted in a timely manner. Students will be penalized one-half letter grade 
(5%) per school day for any assignment submitted late.

Statement on Academic Honesty 

As members of the academic community, students are expected to recognize and uphold standards 
of intellectual and academic integrity.  The examples and definitions given below are intended to 
clarify the standards by which academic honesty and academically honorable conduct are to be 
judged.  The following list is merely illustrative and is not intended to be exhaustive.

• PLAGIARISM.  Plagiarism is presenting another person’s work as one’s own.  It includes 
paraphrasing or summarizing the works of another person without acknowledgement, 
including submitting another student’s work as one’s own.

• CHEATING. This involves giving or receiving unauthorized assistance before, during or 
after an examination.

• UNAUTHORIZED COLLABORATION.  Submission for academic credit for a work, 
product or a part thereof, represented as being one’s own effort that has been developed in 
substantial collaboration with or without assistance from another person or source is a 
violation.

• FALSIFICATION.  It is a violation to misrepresent material or fabricate information in an 
academic exercise or assignment.

• MULTIPLE SUBMISSIONS.  It is a violation of academic honesty to submit substantial 
portions of the same work for credit more than once without the explicit consent of the 
instructor(s) to whom the material is submitted for additional credit.  In cases where there is 
a natural development of research or knowledge in a sequence of courses, use of prior work 
may be desirable or even required.

Accommodations Statement 

ECSU is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity 
legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the 
passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same 
opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

The university is required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with 
disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily 
rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized 
documentation through designated administrative channels.  

Any student in the class who has a disability that may prevent full demonstration of ability should 
contact the instructor personally before the end of the first week of classes so that a discussion can 
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be held regarding accommodations necessary to ensure full participation and facilitate individual 
educational opportunities.

Incomplete Grade Policy 

A course grade of Incomplete (I) will be given only if there is a compelling and documented reason (family 
tragedy, serious illness). It also requires that a student has successfully completed 75% of the coursework. 
A grade of Incomplete (I) is offered at the instructor’s discretion.

E-mail and Blackboard 

You are expected to check to ECSU email account and Blackboard regularly. Course assignments will be 
submitted electronically on Blackboard (paper or emailed copies will not be accepted). If you are unable 
to access Blackboard or your email account, seek the assistance of your instructor 
immediately.

Retain electronic and hard copies of all work until the instructor has posted your final grade and you have 
reviewed it.  Save them to a USB drive or external hard drive, attach them to an e-mail message to 
yourself, or use the services of an online cloud provider like Dropbox.
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