HIST 397

Spring Semester 2015

HISTORICAL METHODS &
HISTORIOGRAPHY
Charles V. Reed, Ph.D., Elizabeth City State University

Contact
information
Moore Hall 270
Phone: 252.335.3201
Text/mobile: 252.548.6541
E-mail: cvreed@ecsu.edu

Office hours
Monday 4-5
Tuesday 12:30-2:00, 3:30-5:00
Wednesday 11-2
Thursday 12:30-2:00,
3:30-5:00

Required texts
Caroline Hoefferle, The
Essential Historiography
Reader (Pearson, 2010). ISBN
9780321437624.
Kate Turabian, A Manual for
Writers of Research Papers
Theses, and Dissertations, 8th
ed. (Chicago, 2013). ISBN
9780226816388.

Course description
Designed to train History majors in the approach and methods of
the historian, emphasizing fundamentals of research and writing
as well as the basic schools of historical thought. Course will
include use of technology. The portfolio is evaluated. Students
will begin a major research paper to be completed in HIST 499.!

!
!
!
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Course requirements

Student Learning
Outcomes
• Majors will be able to employ

historical methods in the
selection and use of a variety of
resources (primary, secondary,
historical and interdisciplinary).
• Majors will be able to analyze a

variety of primary and
secondary resources to draw
conclusions and about
historical occurrences across
time and throughout the world.

!

Value

Date

Discussion leadership +
paper (x2)

20%

As assigned

Research questions and
statement of purpose

10%

9 February

Draft annotated
bibliography

10%

23 February

Book review

10%

9 March

Historical lenses paper

10%

30 March

Draft project proposal

10%

13 April

Final project proposal +
bibliography

30%

4 May

Participation

• Majors will be able to identify

and analyze motives, reasons
and/or causes and effects of
specific historical occurrences
across time and throughout the
world.
• Majors will be able to produce

an original research project
based on a historical question,
using a variety of primary and
secondary, historical and
interdisciplinary resources.
• Majors will be able to critically

assess issues, events, ideas,
and theories of various periods
of history, while showing an
ability to engage in differing
interpretations regarding those
issues, events, ideas, and
theories.
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The study of history is not simply a passive process of
remembering names and dates or of uncovering obscure or
unknown facts (though these things are part of it). It is an active
process – a full-contact sport, some say – of interpretation,
disagreement, and argumentation. This said, all students will be
expected to oﬀer informed and thoughtful participation. !

Discussion leadership + paper (x2)
Twice during the semester, you will lead the discussion of our
topic and the readings with a partner if you choose. At the
beginning of the session, you will present a brief (approx. 500
words) written overview of the week’s readings. You will then be
expected to lead your classmates through a discussion of the
readings.!

Research questions and statement of
purpose
On 9 February, you will submit a brief statement of your
research questions and purpose for your research proposal. It
should demonstrate that you have developed a basic
understanding of the topic and the available sources.

Draft annotated bibliography
On 23 February, you will submit an annotated bibliography
that provides, for each source, a discussion of the work’s content
and arguments and an an examination of the work’s relevance to
your work. Your bibliography must include at minimum five (5)
historical monographs or scholarly articles and five (5) primary
sources.!

!

Spring Semester 2015

Expectations
• Read the syllabus, and know
what is expected of you. This is an
upper-level History course that
requires a significant amount of
reading. You are expected to
complete the readings and
assignments as described in the
syllabus.
• Mobile phones must be
switched to silent mode during class
(see me if you have some
compelling reason to keep your
mobile phone on). Text messaging
will not be tolerated under any
circumstances. Please keep your
phone in your bag or pocket.
• During quizzes and
examinations, all electronic devices
(including, not limited to, mobile
phones, iPods, and PDAs) must be
put away.
• Notebook computers should
only be used for instructor-approved
activities and must be closed during
class discussions.
• Be prompt to class. If you must
be late, please quietly enter the
classroom and find a seat. The
instructor withholds the right to
mark frequently tardy students
absent from class.
• Observe the etiquette of the civil
classroom, that is, demonstrate
respect toward your classmates and
instructor. Do not ridicule, raise your
voice to, or interrupt others. Respect
the ideas and opinions of your
classmates, even if they are different
from yours.
• The instructor will enforce a
twenty-four-hour waiting period on
all returned assignments.
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Book review
On 9 March, you will submit a book review (approx. 500 words) of a scholarly monograph, relevant to
your research project and approved in advance by your instructor.

Historical lenses paper
On 30 March, you will submit a paper (approx. 500 words) that relates at least two (2) historical genres
or modes of thought examined in the class to your research project.

Draft project proposal
On 13 April, you will submit a draft of your final proposal draft.

Final proposal draft and bibliography
By 4 May, you will submit a 10-12 page research proposal that outlines a proposed research project, the
historiographical terrain of that project, a discussion of relevant secondary sources, and a tentative
interpretative framework for the actual project. Your bibliography must include at minimum ten (10)
historical monographs or scholarly articles and ten (10) primary sources.
Date

Topic

Assignment

26 January

Beginnings

• Hoefferle, Introduction
• Turabian, ch. 1

2 February

Proof and the problem
of objectivity

• Turabian, ch. 2
• E.H. Carr, excerpts
from What is History?
• "Philosophy of
History," Stanford
Encyclopedia of
Philosophy

9 February

Ideas of history and the
ordering of time

16 February

Enlightenment and
romanticism

Research questions and
statement of purpose

Readings

• Hoefferle, ch. 1
• Turabian, ch. 3
• Excerpts from David
Armitage, The History
Manifesto and
responses
• Hoefferle, ch. 2
• Turabian, ch. 4
• Avi Lifschitz, “The
Enlightenment: Those
Who Dare to Know”
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Date

Topic

Assignment

Readings

23 February

From Marx to von Ranke

Draft annotated
bibliography

• Hoefferle, ch. 3
• Turabian, ch. 5
• Karl Marx, “Premises of
the Materialist
Conception of History”
(1845)

2 March

Political history

9 March

Marxism, Annales, and
the New Left

16 March

• Turabian, ch. 6
• Steven Pincus and
William Novak,
"Political History after
the Cultural Turn”
• Selected
historiographical
interventions on the
French Revolution
Book review

•
•
•
•

Hoefferle, ch. 6
Turabian, ch. 7
Fernand Braudel, TBA
Edward Thompson,
excerpts from The
Making of the English
Working Class

Spring Break — no class

23 March

New Social History

30 March

Postmodernism and
cultural history

6 April

History of women,
gender, and sexuality

• Hoefferle, ch. 7
• Turabian, ch. 8
Historical lenses paper

• Hoefferle, ch. 8
• Turabian, ch. 9
• Hayden White, “The
Historical Text as a
Literary Artifact” (1978)
• Turabian, ch. 10
• Sonya Rose, excerpts
from What is Gender
History?
• David Halperin,
“Forgetting Focault:
Acts, Identities, and
the History of
Sexuality”
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Date

Topic

Assignment

Readings

13 April

Peer review workshop

First draft due

20 April

Empire and postcolonial histories

• Turabian, ch. 11
• Dane Kennedy,
“Imperial history and
post-colonial theory”
• Edward Said,
introduction to
Orientalism

27 April

Global and transnational
histories

• Hoefferle, ch. 9
• Turabian, ch.12
• Jürgen Osterhammel,
excerpts from The
Transformation of the
World

!
Late Policy
Assignments should be submitted in a timely manner. Students will be penalized one-half letter grade
(5%) per school day for any assignment submitted late.

Submitting and Retaining Work
All work must be submitted through the Blackboard course site as explained in the assignment
instructions. E-mailed assignments will not be accepted under any circumstances.

!

Retain electronic and hard copies of all work until the instructor has posted your final
grade and you have reviewed it. Save them to a USB drive or external hard drive, attach them
to an e-mail message to yourself, or use the services of an online “cloud” provider.!

!

If you believe that a grade has been erroneously or unfairly assigned, you must discuss the matter
with the instructor first. Only if you fail to reach a satisfactory resolution with the instructor
should you contact the department chair about your problem. It is the chair’s responsibility to
review any grade disputes and refer them, if necessary, to the dean.!

!

Academic Dishonesty
As members of the academic community, students are expected to recognize and uphold
standards of intellectual and academic integrity. The examples and definitions given below are
intended to clarify the standards by which academic honesty and academically honorable conduct
are to be judged. The following list is merely illustrative and is not intended to be exhaustive.!

!

PLAGIARISM. Plagiarism is presenting another person’s work as one’s own. It includes
paraphrasing or summarizing the works of another person without acknowledgement, including
submitting another student’s work as one’s own.!
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!

CHEATING. This involves giving or receiving unauthorized assistance before, during or after an
examination.!

!

UNAUTHORIZED COLLABORATION. Submission for academic credit for a work, product
or a part thereof, represented as being one’s own eﬀort that has been developed in substantial
collaboration with or without assistance from another person or source is a violation.!

!

FALSIFICATION. It is a violation to misrepresent material or fabricate information in an
academic exercise or assignment.!

!

MULTIPLE SUBMISSIONS. It is a violation of academic honesty to submit substantial portions
of the same work for credit more than once without the explicit consent of the instructor(s) to
whom the material is submitted for additional credit. In cases where there is a natural
development of research or knowledge in a sequence of courses, use of prior work may be
desirable or even required.!

!

Support Services and Accommodations
The Center for Special Needs Students in the Counseling and Testing Center, Ridley
Student Complex 121, provides an academic support program designed to assist students with
visual, physical, hearing, and learning disabilities. The goal is to make the University accessible to
all students with disabilities. !

!

ECSU is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity
legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the
passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same
opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.
The university is required by law to provide “reasonable accommodations” to students with
disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility
primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing
authorized documentation each semester. For further information, contact the Counseling and
Testing Center at (252) 335-3273.
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