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HIST 473: Africa Past and Present

History 473
Thursday
3 credit hours
Spring Term 2013
Elizabeth City State University

Dr. Charles V. Reed
Assistant Professor
Office: Moore Hall 265
Phone: (252) 335-3201
E-mail: cvreed@mail.ecsu.edu

Blackboard Course Site/Blog: http://ecsu.blackboard.com/
Office Hours: MWF 10:00-12:50, R 4:00-4:50
Class Meets: Thursday 5:00-7:50 in Moore Hall 246.

	
  

Course meetings will streamed live and recorded using Echo 360 lecture capture
technology. To access the live stream and recordings, click on EchoCenter from
our Blackboard course site. This content is password-protected and only available
to students enrolled in the course. Be aware that you may be recorded.

Course Description
This course is “an introductory survey of geography, history, and present-day problems of Africa.” Africa
is a massive and diverse continent, so we will focus on important themes as well as exemplary events and
persons. Course content will closely examine networks of trade and culture within and beyond Africa and
the emergence of centralized African states during the pre-colonial era; the effects and legacies of the
Atlantic slave trade and the colonial encounter on Africa’s ecology, demography, culture, and politics; the
development of political and labor movements during the colonial era; and the emergence of independent
African states.
PREREQUISITES: GE 140, GE 141, HIST 200 (for majors), Junior standing.
Course Readings
Trevor R. Getz, Cosmopolitan Africa, 1700-1875 (Cambridge, 2012). ISBN 9780199764709. This title is
available through the book rental office in Lester Hall.
Dennis Laumann, Colonial Africa, 1884-1994 (Cambridge, 2012). ISBN 9780199796397. This title is
available through the book rental office in Lester Hall.
Trevor R. Getz and Liz Clarke, Abina and the Important Men: A Graphic History (Oxford, 2011). ISBN
9780199844395. This book is available for purchase at the ECSU bookstore in the Ridley Student
Complex and through online booksellers.
Said Hamdun and Noël, Ibn Battuta in Black Africa (Markus Wiener, 2003). ISBN 9781558763364.

HIST 473 / Africa Past and Present / Spring Term 2013 / 2
David Northrup, Africa’s Discovery of Europe, 1450-1850, 2nd ed. (Oxford, 2009). 9780195340532.
Program Outcomes (History)
The program in History at ECSU is designed to provide students with a broad liberal arts education,
create an environment for students to develop academic skills in understanding their culture, history and
those of other societies and nations. The History program is committed to preparing thoughtful citizens
and productive members of a global society through the utilization of diverse pluralistic curricula. The
program is organized to prepare students for advanced study in history and law, as well as prepare
students for careers in education, public history, government, research and other related occupations
throughout the world.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Majors will be able to employ historical methods in the selection and use of a variety of
resources (primary, secondary, historical and interdisciplinary).
Majors will be able to analyze a variety of primary and secondary resources, to draw
conclusions about historical occurrences across time and throughout the world.
Majors will be able to analyze and provide in depth identification of motives, reasons and/or
causes and effects of specific historical occurrences across time and throughout the world.
Majors will be able to produce an original piece of historical research that answers a specific
historical question, using a variety of primary and secondary, historical and interdisciplinary
resources.
Majors will be able to critically assess issues, events, ideas and theories of various periods of
history, while showing an ability to engage in differing interpretations regarding those issues,
events, ideas and theories.

Student Learning Outcomes
1.

2.

3.

Students will be able to analyze a variety of
primary and secondary resources in order to
draw conclusions about historical and
contemporary Africa.
Students will be able to analyze and provide
in depth identification of motives, reasons
and/or causes and effects of specific
historical occurrences, including state
formation, trade, slavery, colonialism, and
nationalism.
Students will be able to critically assess
issues, events, ideas and theories of various
periods of African history, while showing an
ability to engage in differing interpretations
regarding those issues, events, ideas and
theories.
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Course Evaluation
Your final grade will be computed according to your performance in the following activities:
ASSIGNMENT
Participation, Journals, and
Blogs

VALUE
30%

Map Quizzes
Mid-Term Examination
Research Project
Final Examination

15%
20%
15%
20%

DUE DATE*
January 17 / January 24 /
February 7 / February 14 /
February 21 / March 7 / April 4 /
April 11 / April 18
January 31 / March 28 / April 25
March 12
May 2
May 5 / 9
Grading Scale

A 100-90 B 89-80 C 79-70 D 69-60 F 59 and below
What an “A” means: Designates work of exceptionally high quality. The “A” grade represents the
highest level of academic attainment; it is given only for work of the highest quality.
What a “B” means: Designates work which is above average and of good quality. The “B” grade
represents a high level of academic attainment; it is given for work which is above average but lacks the
high quality of “A” work.
What a “C” means: Designates work which is satisfactory and of average quality. The “C” grade
represents an adequate level of academic attainment; it is given for work which is acceptable but lacks the
superior quality of “B” work.
What a “D” means: Designates work of less than satisfactory quality. The “D” grade represents a
minimal level of academic attainment; it is given for work which is less than average in quality but is at
least of sufficient quality to meet minimum standards in most courses and thus carries credit.
What an “F” means: Designates work of such unsatisfactory quality that no credit is awarded.
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Course Expectations
•

•

•
•

•
•

•

•

Read the syllabus, and know what is expected of you. This is a college-level course, and you are an
adult. You are expected to complete the readings and assignments as described in the syllabus. Keep
the course schedule (below) handy!
Mobile phones must be switched to silent mode during class (see me if you have some compelling
reason to keep your mobile phone on). Text messaging will not be tolerated under any circumstances.
Please keep your phone in your bag or pocket. The instructor will administer a pop quiz on any
occasion when mobile phones are being used by any student without permission.
During quizzes and examinations, all electronic devices (including, not limited to, mobile phones,
iPods, and PDAs) must be put away.
Notebook computers should only be used for instructor-approved activities and must be closed
during class discussions. The instructor withholds the right to limit or ban the use of computers
in the classroom.
Be prompt to class. If you must be late, please quietly enter the classroom and find a seat. The
instructor withholds the right to mark frequently tardy students absent from class.
Observe the etiquette of what I call the civil classroom, that is, demonstrate respect toward your
classmates and instructor. Do not ridicule, raise your voice to, or interrupt others. Respect the
ideas and opinions of your classmates, even if they are different from yours.
The instructor will enforce a twenty-four-hour waiting period on all returned assignments. After a
paper, exam, or other assignment has been returned, please wait a minimum of 24 hours before
discussing it with the instructor. Please take time to read over your work and the instructor’s
comments.
Please keep your correspondence with the instructor cordial and professional.

Participation, Journal, and Blog (30%)
The format of your weekly reflection assignments will vary from week to week.
Over the course of the semester you will write four (4) journal entries that will respond to a specific
prompt based on one or more of the week’s readings or multimedia sources. The journal entries are due
by 5:00 p.m. on the due date.
You will also write five (5) blog entries that will respond to a specific prompt based on one or more of
the week’s readings or multimedia sources. The initial blog is due by 5:00 p.m. on the due date. After
class, you will respond to two of your classmates’ posts (due by 11:59 pm the following Sunday).
Both your initial post and your responses must not reproduce or repeat what others have already
posted. They must apply the course materials (e.g. do not simply agree or disagree).
Quizzes (15%)
Three map quizzes will be administered on Blackboard over the course of the semester (January 31,
March 28, and April 25).
Mid-Term Examination (20%)
The mid-term examination must be submitted electronically using SafeAssign Submit on Blackboard by
March 12 at 11:59 p.m. It will consist of term identifications, source-based short answer questions, and
an essay.
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Research Project (15%)
On May 2, you will submit an 8-10 page research paper about a contemporary “problem”/issue in the
contemporary African and its historical roots. The project will require you to learn about the problem by
reading newspapers, periodicals, policy papers, political speeches, etc. and to explore the issue’s roots in
the past by reading primary and secondary sources.
A more detailed assignment explanation and rubric will be distributed. Several weeks in advance, I
will distribute a model paper outline and bibliography.
Final Examination (20%)
The final examination must be submitted electronically using SafeAssign Submit on Blackboard by May
5 (graduating seniors)/May 9 (all other students) at 11:59 p.m. It will consist of term identifications,
source-based short answer questions, and an essay.
Course Policies and Expectations
By signing the course contract, you agree that you have read and understand course policies and
expectations. If you have questions about the policies, please see the instructor immediately.
Late Policy
Assignments should be submitted in a timely manner. Students will be penalized one-half letter grade
(5%) per school day for any assignment submitted late.
Submitting and Retaining Work
All work must be submitted through the Blackboard course site as explained in the assignment
instructions. E-mailed assignments will not be accepted under any circumstances.
Retain electronic and hard copies of all work until the instructor has posted your final grade and
you have reviewed it. Save them to a USB drive or external hard drive, attach them to an e-mail
message to yourself, or use the services of an online “cloud” provider.
If you believe that a grade has been erroneously or unfairly assigned, you must discuss the matter with the
instructor first. Only if you fail to reach a satisfactory resolution with the instructor should you contact the
department chair about your problem. It is the chair’s responsibility to review any grade disputes and
refer them, if necessary, to the dean.
Inclement Weather and Class Cancellation Policy
Class will not meet if the university is closed for inclement weather or any other reason. Closure
announcements are made on the ECSU website (URL: http://www.ecsu.edu/ecsualert), through university
e-mail listservs, and through local media outlets. If the university is closed, students are expected to
submit assignments at the next class session.
If the instructor must cancel a class meeting, he will announce alternate arrangements via e-mail and on
our Blackboard course site. Students are expected to make a good faith effort to submit assignments
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electronically on Blackboard. If the university is open, and there are no e-mail or Blackboard
announcements, please assume that class will meet.
Incomplete Grade Policy
A course grade of Incomplete (I) will be given only if there is a compelling and documented reason
(family tragedy, serious illness). A grade of Incomplete (I) is offered at the instructor’s discretion.
Course Statement on Technology
All students should activate and use their ECSU e-mail account and their Blackboard account. You
should check your ECSU e-mail and our Blackboard course site regularly.
Academic Dishonesty
University Policy:
As members of the academic community, students are expected to recognize and uphold standards of
intellectual and academic integrity. The examples and definitions given below are intended to clarify the
standards by which academic honesty and academically honorable conduct are to be judged. The
following list is merely illustrative and is not intended to be exhaustive.
•

PLAGIARISM. Plagiarism is presenting another person’s work as one’s own. It includes
paraphrasing or summarizing the works of another person without acknowledgement, including
submitting another student’s work as one’s own.

•

CHEATING. This involves giving or receiving unauthorized assistance before, during or after an
examination.

•

UNAUTHORIZED COLLABORATION. Submission for academic credit for a work, product or a
part thereof, represented as being one’s own effort that has been developed in substantial
collaboration with or without assistance from another person or source is a violation.

•

FALSIFICATION. It is a violation to misrepresent material or fabricate information in an academic
exercise or assignment.

•

MULTIPLE SUBMISSIONS. It is a violation of academic honesty to submit substantial portions of
the same work for credit more than once without the explicit consent of the instructor(s) to whom the
material is submitted for additional credit. In cases where there is a natural development of research
or knowledge in a sequence of courses, use of prior work may be desirable or even required.

Department Policy:
DEFINITION: Plagiarism, or academic dishonesty, is the act of taking credit for work done by another.
It includes the following actions:
• “cutting and pasting” material found on the internet, that is, taking chunks of content off of a web
page without citation;
• using material prepared by others, such as papers and assignments, and handing them in as if they
were the student’s own;
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•
•

taking direct quotations from any source—not just printed—without putting the words cited
between quotation marks (“ “); and
rephrasing material from another source and then failing to mention the source in a
footnote/endnote and/or a “works cited” page.

Sources can include books, any content on a website, articles from magazines or journals, television or
radio programming, oral interviews, lectures, written projects, or any material illustrated on poster board.
In other words, if you use any content created by another, you must acknowledge it.
Academic dishonesty also includes cheating on examinations, quizzes, or any in-class assignment.
Cheating is defined by the instructor.
PENALTY: For the first offense, the student will receive a “0” on the assignment. In addition, a letter
will be written to the student informing them of this, and a copy of the letter will be sent to the student’s
advisor. If the student violates the policy a second time, the student will fail the course, and another letter
will be written to the student and copied to the student’s advisor, department chair, and dean. The two
offenses can be in different classes (one offense in one course and one in another course equal two
offenses).
For the third offense, the student will be referred to the Academic Standards and Credits Committee (see
2008-2010 catalog, pgs. 60-61).
Support Services and Accommodations
The Center for Special Needs Students in the Counseling and Testing Center, Ridley Student
Center 121, provides an academic support program designed to assist students with visual, physical,
hearing, and learning disabilities. The goal is to make the University accessible to all students with
disabilities.
ECSU is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity
legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage
of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities
enjoyed by all citizens.
The university is required by law to provide “reasonable accommodations” to students with disabilities,
so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with
informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation each
semester. For further information, contact the Counseling and Testing Center at (252) 335-3273. Please
make time to meet with the instructor about your need for accommodations and to provide the
appropriate documentation by no later than January 21.
Counseling Services
The Counseling and Testing Center in Ridley Student Complex 121 offers assistance to students in
their adjustment to the demands of college life by providing individual and group counseling
services. The staff can offer confidential advice and counseling on topics such as:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Academic concerns
Adjustment to college
Anger
Depression
Anxiety
Relationships
Lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgendered concerns
Learning disabilities
Stress
Homesickness
Sexual assault
Substance use/abuse

You may begin services by calling the Counseling and Testing Center at (252) 335-3273 to arrange an
appointment or by walking in during office hours, 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Course Schedule
•
•

Readings should be completed in advance of the class session.	
  
Chapters and articles designated as electronic reserve [ER] can be downloaded and viewed in the
readings folders (organized by week).	
  

	
  
Date /
Topics
January 17 /
Beginnings
January 22
January 24 /
Ancient and
Medieval Africa

Tasks / Assignments

Readings

Blog #1 due

Late Registration/Add-Drop ends (5:00 pm)
Journal #1 due

January 31 / Great
Zimbabwe, the
Swahili Coast, and
the Indian Ocean

Map Quiz 1 (Pre-Colonial Africa)

February 7 / West
African Empires
and Islam

Journal #2 due

•

Pier M. Larson, “Myths about
Africa, Africans, and African
History”

•
•

Cosmopolitan Africa, ch. 1
“Introduction” from Ancient
African Civilizations
“Bantu Migrations”
Cosmopolitan Africa, ch. 2
Tuan Ch’Ềng-Shih, “China’s
Discovery of Africa”
Ibn Battuta in Black Africa, ixxxxii and 15-25
David Robinson, “General
Themes” from Muslim Societies
in African History
Ibn Battuta in Black Africa, 2975
Cosmopolitan Africa, ch. 3
Africa’s Discovery of Europe,
20-43 and 83-109
John Thorton, “Introduction”
and “A Land in Turmoil” from
The Kongolese Saint Anthony
Cosmopolitan Africa, ch. 4

•
•
•
•
•

•
February 14 /
Africa Encounters
Europe and the
Congolese St.
Anthony (online
meeting)
February 21 /

Blog #2 due

•
•
•

Blog #3 due

•

HIST 473 / Africa Past and Present / Spring Term 2013 / 9
Atlantic Slave
Trade and the
Black Atlantic

February 28 /
Shaka,
Moshoeshoe, and
Boers: StateBuilding in
Southern Africa

March 7 /
March 14 /
Jihad in West
Africa
March 21 / Spring
Break
March 28 /
Abolition, and
Legitimate Trade,
and the Missionary
Encounter

April 3
April 4 / Scramble
for Africa
Signares, (Muslim)
Brothers, and
Citizens in French
West Africa

April 11 / Colonial
Rule and Rebellion
to the Great War

•
•
Research Paper topic due

•

•
•

Mid-Term Examination due

•
•

Film: Mr. Johnson
•

Map Quiz 2 (Colonial Africa)

Africa’s Discovery of Europe,
54-77 and 158-186
David Northrup, “The Slave
Trade Within Africa” from The
Atlantic Slave Trade
Carolyn Hamilton, “The
Origins of the Image of Shaka”
and “The Men Who Would be
Shaka,” from Terrific Majesty
Henry Francis Fynn, “Shaka”
Piet Retief, “We Are Now
Quitting”

David Robinson, “Sokoto and
Hausaland” in Muslim Societies
in African History
Excerpts from One Woman’s
Jihad

Colonial Africa, ch. 1
Abina, all
Mr. Johnson Blog due (will = Journal
An Interesting Narrative of the
#3)
Life of Olaudah Equiano
Written by Himself
• Robin Law, “Yoruba Liberated
Slaves Who Returned to West
Africa”
Last Day to Withdraw from Classes and Receive a Grade of “W”
Film: White King, Red Rubber, Black
• Cosompolitan Africa, ch. 5
Death
• Adam Hoschild, “Where There
Aren’t No Ten
Blog #4 due
Commandments” and “A
Reckoning” from King
Leopold's Ghost
• George Brooks, “The Signares:
Entrepreneurial African
Women”
• Alice Conklin, “Introduction”
and “Forging the Republican
Subjet” from A Mission to
Civilize
Film: The African Queen
• Colonial Africa, ch. 2
• Benjamin N. Lawrance,
Journal #4 due
"African Intermediaries and the
'Bargain' of Collaboration"
•
•
•
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April 18 / World
Wars and Africa

April 22
April 25 /
Nationalism and
Independence

May 2 / The
Postcolonial
Condition

from Intermediaries,
Interpreters, and Clerks
• Lord Lugard, “Indirect Rule in
Tropical Africa”
• Judith van Allen, “Sitting on a
Man”
Debate: Mau Mau
• Colonial Africa, ch. 3
• Marcus Garvey, “Objectives of
Blog #5 due
the Universal Negro
Improvement Association
Draft Bibliography due
• Haile Sellassie, “At the League
of Nations”
• Excerpts from Ngugi wa
Thiong’o, Weep Not Child
Last Day to Withdraw and Receive a Grade of “WD”
Case study 1: Apartheid, Mandela, and
• Colonial Africa, ch. 4
South Africa
• Patrice Lumumba, “Tears, Fire,
and Blood”
Case study 2: Pieds noirs and the
• Kwame Nkrumah, “Negro
Algerian War
History: European Government
in Africa”
Map Quiz 3 (Independent Africa)
Film: Tsotsi (excerpts)
• Nelson Mandela, “On Trial”
from No Easy Walk to Freedom
Discussion: Saving Africa?
• Steve Biko, “Black
Consciousness and the Quest
Research Assignment due
for True Humanity”
• Frantz Fanon, “The Evils of
Colonialism”
• Nicholas Kristof, “Genocide in
Slow Motion”

Final Examination due by 5:00 pm, May 5 (graduating seniors) and May 9 (all other
students)

